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The aim of the editors is concisely stated: 

Our governing purpose throughout this work has been fourfold: (i) scholarly 
accuracy and breadth of view; (2) interesting treatment, obtained by focusing the 
attention on the most striking, salient, and picturesque aspects of each topic dis- 
cussed; (3) simplicity, clearness, and directness of language, without insulting the 
reader's intelligence by trying to "write down" to him; (4) wealth of illustrations 
which visualize and dramatize the text [I, xii]. 

The general character of the encyclopedia may be inferred from the high 
standing of the editorial staff. Dean Ford, of the University of Minnesota, 
is the editor-in-chief, while the position of managing editor is filled by the 
historian, Samuel B. Harding. 

These volumes are especially well adapted to the needs of the school. 
They represent a compromise between the style of the expensive, many- 
volumed, and technically written encyclopedias and the light, and frequently 
inaccurate, treatment of the popular magazine. All of the material for this 
encyclopedia has been written by specialists, then re-written in a more popular 
style by a staff of journalists, and finally checked by the original writers in 
order to make sure that the popularizing of the articles has not destroyed their 
scientific accuracy. The result is a very readable body of material for both 
the school child and the adult. 

The plan of the eighth volume, which is soon to be issued, is novel and has 
considerable merit. In this volume will be combined the functions of an 
ordinary index and a miniature work of reference. This will make an excellent 
source for quick reference, as well as a guide to further reading when more infor- 
mation is desired. 

The art work and the mechanical construction deserve special mention. 
The careful selection of pictures and illustrations is particularly adapted to 
school use, while the maps are excellent in clearness and in choice of detail. 
The non-glaring paper which is used is an item worthy of comment. 

As an inclusive work of reference for school use this publication is an out- 
standing contribution. The fact that it is entirely new and modem, together 
with its departure from the traditional academic style of treatment, makes it 
very desirable for the classroom or library. 



A new series of arithmetic texts for elementary schools. — The present need 
in arithmetic teaching is for a text in which the material is carefully organized 
in steps of progressive difficulty with enough drill upon each step to insure its 
mastery at the time presented. Further, there must be enough interesting, 
live material included in the text to offer many opportunities for using the tools 
of arithmetic in a variety of situations. 

It is to meet these needs that a new set of three texts has been prepared 
by Mr. Anderson. 1 The purpose of each book is clearly stated in the Preface. 

1 Robert F. Anderson, The Anderson Arithmetic. Book I, pp. jriv+274; Book 
II, pp. vi+282; Book III, pp. vi+312. Boston: Silver, Burdett & Co., 1021. 
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The purpose of Book I is to organize the subject-matter of the first four years 
of school so that the child will acquire skill in the use of the fundamental pro- 
cesses, simple measures, and easy fractions. Book II, intended for use in 
the fifth and sixth grades, stresses the fundamental operations with particular 
attention to the more difficult processes. Book III, to be used in the seventh 
and eighth grades, aims to review and perfect the work with integers, common 
fractions, and decimals, to apply the processes of arithmetic to problems of 
interest to the children, and to give much problem material in which are 
involved the arithmetical requirements common to many vocations. 

With these purposes in mind, the author has presented a variety of care- 
fully organized material in such a way that the text may, if the teacher chooses, 
be used as a means of instruction or it may be used as supplementary material 
from which selected exercises for drill and practice may be drawn. The fact 
that the books are addressed directly to the children, in language for the most 
part within their comprehension, is an advantage. 

Two features of Book I might with profit be carried over into the other 
books of the series. The first is a short chapter entitled "Suggestions to 
Teachers, " in which the aims for the first four grades are noted and the topics 
to be mastered in each of the first four years are definitely set forth. The 
second feature, which is addressed to the children, is an occasional list of things 
they should be able to do upon completing a given section of the book. 

Adeline Sherman 
University of Chicago Elementary School 



Practical English for grammar grades and junior high schools. — The growing 
tendency of the curriculum is to provide a practical course of instruction which 
will prepare the pupil to participate most efficiently in the duties and activities 
of life. Increasing emphasis is being placed upon the correlating of funda- 
mental subjects with the material presented in content courses, thereby 
providing both specific and general training. A very striking example of a 
broad course of instruction in English is presented in a recent book 1 by Mildred 
B. Flagg, designed for use in the grammar grades and in junior high schools. 
The book is the outcome of five years of experience in the teaching of English 
by the project method . Each unit of material presented has been tested many 
times in various English classes. 

The paragraph has been made the subject of special study; and letter-writing, 
the making of reports, memory training, the use of reference books, telephone con- 
versations, verse-making, dramatization, and the study of literary masterpieces have 
received much attention. Provision has been made for only enough technical grammar 
to furnish a touchstone by which the pupil is able to understand what he reads and 
to correct his own faulty habits of speech [pp. viii-ix]. 

'Mildred B. Flagg, Community English. New York: Macmillan Co., 1921. 
Pp. xvi+266 . 



